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Objectives: To determine if the starting time of chemotherapy influences on ill-
ness-free survival and general survival in a cohort of Mexican patients with breast 
cancer. MethOds: A prospective study over 5 years was performed on 88 women 
with breast cancer from the National Medical Centre “La Raza” of the Mexican 
Institute of Social Security (IMSS) with the following characteristics: stages I-III and 
positive criteria for adjuvant chemotherapy. The time range for the chemotherapy 
administration was 0 to 2, 3 and > 4 months. The analysis was performed regarding 
chemotherapy administration time interval using a Kaplan-Meier estimator. The 
Cox model was adjusted to see the relationships between the global survival and the 
oestrogen and progesterone hormone receptor variables and HER2/NEU as well as 
their basal characteristics. Results: For both IFS and GS there was a significantly 
statistical difference on the survival distributions related to starting time of chemo-
therapy which had a higher probability from a range of 0 to 2 months (median GS 
59 months median IFS 49 months; p-value< 0.001). Regarding general survival, the 
hormonal receptors for oestrogen, progesterone and HER2/NEU do not influence 
on the Cox model (p-value= 0.137, 0.823, 0.524 respectively); for the Cox model with 
basal characteristics, age, pathological state and time interval between surgery and 
chemotherapy influenced significantly on GS (p-value< 0.05) cOnclusiOns: The 
probability of survival for IFS and GS improve when chemotherapy is administered 
within the first 2 months after surgery. Also, there was a greater risk for GS when 
time interval between surgery and chemotherapy was prolonged. This delay for the 
starting time of chemotherapy will impact without a doubt in the health systems´ 
economy, generating more expenses for attention.
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Objectives: To investigate treatment and survival patterns among ALK+ non-
small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) patients following discontinuation with crizotinib 
monotherapy. MethOds: Medical charts for ALK+ NSCLC patients who discon-
tinued treatment with crizotinib monotherapy were retrospectively reviewed and 
abstracted by a panel of 27 oncologists. Patients were randomly selected by phy-
sicians among their eligible crizotinib-treated patients. Results: A total of 119 
ALK+NSCLC patients who received crizotinib monotherapy and changed regimen 
prior to death or last follow-up were analyzed. At primary NSCLC diagnosis, patients 
averaged 65 years old and 56% (n= 66) were male. A majority of them received first-
line crizotinib monotherapy (60% first-line; 33% second-line), and median crizotinib 
treatment duration for all 119 patients was 141 days (IQR: 92-209). Before chang-
ing crizotinib monotherapy regimen, 38 (32%) patients were diagnosed with brain 
metastases. A total of 102 (86%) patients had progressed while on crizotinib mono-
therapy after a median time of 140 days (IQR: 88-219) post crizotinib initiation, and 
changed regimen after a median of 1 day (IQR: 1-3) post progression. After discon-
tinuing crizotinib, 50 (42%) patients did not receive antineoplastic therapy. Among 
the 69 patients (58%) who received treatment, 37 (54%) received chemotherapy, 15 
(22%) radiation therapy without chemotherapy, 13 (19%) a targeted therapy, and 
4 (6%) were enrolled in a clinical trial. Among all patients, median survival post 
crizotinib monotherapy was 61 days. The median survival was 180 days for the 69 
patients who received treatment post crizotinib monotherapy and 17 days for those 
who did not receive antineoplastic therapy. The median survival was 44 days for 
the 38 patients with brain metastases. cOnclusiOns: There is significant unmet 
need among patients progressing on crizotinib. In this retrospective study, ALK+ 
NSCLC patients were found to have an overall survival of 61 days post crizotinib 
monotherapy; additional studies are necessary to understand clinical outcomes 
among patients progressing on crizotinib.
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Objectives: Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer related death in Canada. 
Lobectomy is the most common form of treatment for early stage lung cancer and 
can be performed using an open approach with a thoracotomy incision or as a 
minimally-invasive procedure using Video-Assisted Thoracic Surgery (VATS). Several 
recent studies have demonstrated that open and VATS lobectomies achieve onoco-
logically equivalent outcomes, which has lead to rising popularity for VATS. In the 
Canadian health care environment hospitals are faced with increasingly restrictive 
budgets, creating a critical need to demonstrate the cost-effectiveness of procedures 
performed. This study was conducted to determine the budget impact of increasing 
the proportion of VATS vs. open lobectomies in a Canadian hospital. MethOds: 
We examined the budget impact of increasing the proportion of VATS cases from 
25% to 75%, while decreasing the proportion of open cases by the same amount 
in a hospital that performs 150 lobectomies annually. The model incorporates the 
costs associated with surgery, length of stay (taking into account facility and staff 
costs) and common postoperative complications. The cost data used in the model 
was obtained from peer reviewed literature, the Ontario Case Costing Initiative and 
case costing from a large Canadian hospital. Data on patient outcomes was obtained 
risk of the therapeutic class overall. MethOds: A population-based case control 
study was conducted using HealthCore Integrated Research Database (HIRDSM), a 
US commercial insurance claims database. Incident cases of CC were defined as 
patients, ≥ 18 years at diagnosis, with 1st CC diagnostic claim between Jan 1, 2001 to 
Jan 30, 2011. Each case was matched to 1 eligible control based on: no diagnosis of CC 
during study period, actively enrolled at index date of the case, matched to cases by 
length of pre-index enrollment (same or greater), gender & age. Exposure to CV drug 
was defined as at least 1 claim during risk period. Conditional logistic regression was 
used to calculate adjusted Odds Ratios (OR). Sensitivity analysis was conducted where 
minimum CV drug exposure (12 months) was required. Results: 36,736 cases of CC 
were identified in the HIRDSM& successfully matched to controls. Mean age was 60 
years (about 30% were 50-60 years old).Enalapril, labetalol, cholestyramin, diltiazem 
& furosemide (ORs range:1.07-2.05) were positively associated with CC while atorvas-
tatin, pravastatin & simvastatin (ORs range:0.68-0.94) were negatively associated with 
CC. In the sensitivity analyses, positive associations remained for cholestyramine 
& diltiazem, whereas negative associations remained for atorvastatin & simvasta-
tin. cOnclusiOns: These results are consistent with a beneficial impact of statins 
on CC risk. Prolonged use of a small number of CV agents was associated with CC. 
Cholestyramine & diltiazem are associated with increased risk of CC because of the 
condition for which they are prescribed. However, association of individual drugs was 
not consistent with that therapeutic class as a whole. This suggests that cancer risk 
is sometimes drug specific. Grouping drugs into therapeutic classes for studies of 
cancer risk may introduce a bias such that the predominant drug drives the results.
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Objectives: The U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued a statement indicating 
that pioglitazone, one of the type II diabetes oral hypoglycemic agents, may poten-
tially increase the risk of developing bladder cancer in 2010. This study examined the 
relationship between pioglitazone and incidence rate of bladder cancer among type 
2 diabetes patients in Taiwan by population-based data without financial support 
from any institution. MethOds: We analyzed 8 years cohort (2003-2010) in Taiwan 
by using National Health Insurance Database. Approximately 2 million randomly 
sampled representative beneficiaries from the National Health Insurance database 
were used as the data source for analysis. Totally 4,765 patients used pioglitazone 
were followed and compared with 4,765 control cases selected by propensity score 
matched approach. Results: We found that risk of bladder cancer increases with 
age, and risk increased higher for men than women, with a hazard ratio of 1.8. With 
propensity score matching, no significant correlation was found between the risk 
of bladder cancer and pioglitazone using. There was no significant difference in 
survival curves between patients ever used and never used pioglitazone. There is a 
tendency of getting bladder cancer earlier for patients ever used compared to never 
users yet it is not statistically significant. cOnclusiOns: A significant increase 
risk of bladder cancer is observed for patients ever used compared to all diabetes 
patients who never used pioglitazone; however, the risk diminishes after adjust-
ing with propensity score matching. Our study results indicated that the potential 
hazard of pioglitazone might be overestimated.
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Objectives: While most patients with advanced stages of melanoma generally 
have a poor prognosis, some patients gain long-term benefit from cancer therapy 
and therefore significantly surpass the expected survival time. The goal of the 
study was to investigate whether long-term survivors of advanced melanoma have 
excess mortality risk compared to the general population. MethOds: Data per-
taining to 783 patients diagnosed with stage IIIC or IV melanoma during 2003-2011 
were derived from The Netherlands Cancer Registry. The mean age at diagnosis 
was 60.5 years for patients with stage IIIC (n= 414) and 62.1 years with stage IV 
disease (n= 369). Monthly survival rates were derived from the estimated Kaplan-
Meier survival curves for each subgroup for up to 9.6 years of follow-up. Smoothed 
hazard rates were derived from the survival curves. Analysis was conducted to 
determine whether after 5 years of follow-up the 95% confidence interval (CI) of the 
smoothed hazard observed for advanced melanoma patients included that observed 
for a comparable group from the Dutch general population. Results: Median sur-
vival was estimated to be 1.93 years (95%-CI 1.69-2.11) and 0.52 years (0.45-0.62) in 
patients with stage IIIC and IV, respectively. The Kaplan-Meier estimates indicated 
survival rates of 71%, 48%, 33%, 25%, and 21% for stage IIIC and 30%, 20%, 14%, 
10%, and 8% for stage IV melanoma at 1, 2, 3, 5, and 9.6 years respectively. After 
5 years of follow-up the ranges indicated by the 95% CIs of the empirical hazard 
profiles contained that of the general population; the confidence interval ranges 
were small. cOnclusiOns: Relative to the general population, no excess risk was 
found in advanced melanoma patients who survived 5 years and beyond. These 
findings suggest that long-term survival extrapolation approaches should be tested 
for face-validity with general population mortality data.
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